If there is any one fact which has impressed itself on my mind over any other, in connection with dental practice of to-day, it is opposition to Anaesthesia by dentists ; and I confess that I am at a loss to account for it. Surely it cannot arise from any lack of information as to the nature of Anaesthesia and its magic power for good, for they have open to them the same avenues to this knowledge as the medical profession, and, added thereto, a daily experience, should they adopt it in their practice. I am forced to the conclusion that, in a great majority of instances, it is the outcome of timidity, and this timidity arises from two sources : first, want of that experience which alone can ever give that confidence necessary; and, secondly, fear of adverse criticism.
Everywhere and in everything we read on the subject of Anaesthesia from a medical standpoint it is stated that " these agents are not safe in the hands of dentists who place their patients in a sitting posture." Even as late as last December, Dr Take the following to illustrate this idea : a lady applies to a dentist for the extraction of a tooth, but she will not consent to the operation (it is no argument to her to say it is simple) without Anaesthesia, and the dentist tells her that she must have a physician, and she says she will have none other than her own family physician; it is late in the afternoon, and this particular physician has just gone fifteen miles into the country, thus forcing a delay of twelve or fifteen hours.
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Furthermore, it is useless to say that your patients shall not have the benefit of Anaesthesia, for have it they will, and if one dentist will not qualify himself to utilize the knowledge that will enable him to " fetter pain," another will, and your patients will go from your office to that of one who recognizes his obligations, to boldly meet the giant pain, and with the aid of this blessed knowledge, firmly rivet the " fetters" around his writhing body, thereby cause the despairing cry of agony to be heard in his office no more forever.?Dental Luminary.
